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*************************************************************************** 
 

Contributions to the Newsletter by members are welcome 
Tell us about your entomological activities, observations, or concerns 

 
*************************************************************************** 

 
The Society gratefully acknowledges the support 

of the Western Australian Museum 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover illustration: a blue-banded bee, Amegilla sp. (Apidae: Anthophorinae), on 
flowers of Verticordia plumosa. This is probably A. chlorocyanea, a common and 
widespread species, but the identification is tentative pending publication of a 
revision of the Australian species. Amegilla species are solitary in habits and nest in 
the ground, in vertical banks of soil or even in adobe walls. Photo: Bryony Fremlin. 
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Coming Events 
 

NEXT MEETING  
Wednesday 8 February 2012 

commencing 7.30 pm  

Kings Park Administration Centre 

 

Main feature: 

 

“Graceful Sun Moth - Survey Results” 

 

Matt Williams, Research Scientist with the WA 

Department of Environment and Conservation 

will outline what recent surveys reveal about 

this attractive local moth species, currently 

gazetted as endangered. 

 

Member-in-focus: 

Jonica Foss will outline her interests in insects 

and how she came to them. 

 

*** Volunteers are wanted for this segment for 

subsequent meetings. Please talk to a 

Committee member. 

_____________________________________ 

Report on the December 

Meeting 
 

Main feature: 

 

MEMBERS’ NIGHT 

 

Various members of the Society presented 

short talks accompanied by screening of 

images or display of specimens. 

 

Eric McCrum was first in line with a talk 

about camouflage in insects and spiders. In his 

first slide, Eric showed a moth which was 

beautifully camouflaged while resting on the 

bark of a tree. When Eric repositioned this 

moth by hand so that its streaks were not 

aligned with the streaks and cracks in the bark, 

it quickly repositioned itself so that it once 

more blended in. Also shown was a bark-

mimicking grasshopper, Coryphistes sp., 

which proved to be a good subject for 

photography as it stayed motionless where it 

was found, relying on its camouflage for 

protection. 

 

Peter Langlands went to a conference in 

Tasmania in late 2011 and showed some 

photographs taken while there. His subjects 

included ferns over 1.5 metres high and 

several hundred years old, brightly coloured 

springtails (Collembola), flat worms or slime 

worms, and a cave spider belonging to a 

monotypic genus that is linked to Gondwana 

Land and believed to be 100s of millions of 

years old. 

 

Another speaker showed photographs of a 

Western Xenica butterfly which attracted 

attention by remaining still for a protracted 

period. The reason - a thomisid flower spider 

had hold of it! 

 

Patricia Gurry told a story relating to Tilly, a 

case-moth caterpillar (Psychidae): “On 9
th
 

July, I noticed on a stem of Eucalyptus 

torquata what I thought to be an old case-moth 

house. I picked the stick and took it home to 

show the grandchildren. Then I went away for 

a week to a fungi conference in Denmark 

leaving the stick with case in a vase on the 

kitchen windowsill. On my return on the 19
th
 

July, I noticed some of the dried leaves had 

been nibbled and there was some poo was on 

the windowsill. Oh dear! The poor little 

caterpillar was still in situ and alive. I hastened 

to get fresh leaves and she continued to eat and 

poo until 6 September when she began to cut 

new sticks to enlarge her house. It took all day 

to cut four new sticks. The following day was 

spent pushing and pulling the silk to fit the 

new sticks snugly into the structure. On 8 

September, all was back to normal and she 

started eating again. On 22 November, Tilly 

was unbelievably restless – moving non-stop 

up and down all the foliage I had in the vase. 

This went on for two days until, finally, on 24 

November, she made a decision, chose a spot 

and attached herself with a lot of silk to the 

stick, indicating that she was ready to pupate.  

If Tilly is a male, he will leave the pupal case 

as a winged moth from the bottom of the case. 

However, if a female, she will be wingless and 
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wait inside for impregnation by a male. She 

will lay her fertilised eggs and die inside the 

case. Sad story!” 

 

David Knowles had some live insect 

specimens for us to see. He said that ground 

‘sandy cows’ (weevils with bovine faces) are 

kid-tough and are built like tanks. They have 

probably been involved in an arms race with 

spiders and their tough cuticles would be 

impenetrable to fangs. As the weevils eat roots 

of segmented rushes they also possess stout 

and powerful chewing jaws.  

 

 
 

A ground weevil (one of the ‘sandy cows’), 

Gagatophorus draco. Photo: David Knowles. 

 

A long-horn beetle that was among David’s 

menagerie made its presence known by 

squeaking. David also had two large click 

beetles from Koolyanobbing, a gladiator 

weevil and two pie-dish beetles - one hairy, 

one smooth. 

 

 
 
Hairy pie-dish beetle, Helea perforata. Photo: David 

Knowles. 

 
 

Large click beetle (family Elateridae) from 

Koolyanobbing. Photo: David Knowles. 

 
- Margaret Owen and Terry Houston 

 

ooOoo 

 

Member-in-focus 

 

Suzey Travers 

 

 
 

I was adopted at birth in 1964 by a 

wheat/sheep farming couple and grew up in 

the WA Wheatbelt town of Bolgart, just north 

of Toodyay. I went to primary school with 

David Knowles’ wife, Fleur. I’m a cockie’s 

daughter and a proud ‘sandgroper’ who has a 

passion for both petrol and insects…many 

specimens are collected from the front grill of 

the car! 

 

Our family’s farm is named ‘The Carroll’ and 

is one of the first settled in the district due to 

the fresh water springs located on it. It was 

originally purchased by Captain Scully and 
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sheep were grazed and shepherded by the three 

Scottish McPherson brothers in the 1840’s. 

The local aboriginal inhabitants referred to the 

area as Bulgert or ‘magic bog’ where the 

dream-time waugal from the Avon River 

would appear. 

 

I attended Santa Maria College in Attadale as a 

border during my high school years, all five of 

them…not a fan! Afterwards, I graduated from 

Curtin University (formerly WA Institute of 

Technology) as a primary school teacher. This 

was my mother’s idea, not mine, hence 

following employment saw me move to the 

goldfields where I enjoyed a far more 

profitable and hardworking career in the gold 

mining industry as both a pit and a lab 

technician. During this time, I enjoyed much 

world travel, backpacking solo around the 

world in 1989-1990. 

 

Following a brief marriage to a fishing trawler 

skipper in Point Samson, I returned to 

Fremantle where I studied tourism at 

Challenger TAFE and worked as a tour guide 

at the old Fremantle Convict Establishment 

and Prison. I also conducted a lot of volunteer 

tours at both the Roundhouse and the Town 

Hall. I really enjoy the historical knowledge I 

gained during these years. I also worked 

briefly as a lecturer at Challenger TAFE in the 

field of indigenous tourism. My original birth 

father was a fair-skinned, stolen generation, 

aboriginal man and I like to recognise the 

small amount of native heritage I have. 

 

I am now embarking on my fourth career 

pathway, having recently completed my 

Diploma of Conservation and Land 

Management, also at Challenger TAFE. 

During my studies, I worked at BCF as a 

cashier and camping specialist, then moved to 

a lovely job at the Dutch Windmill until its 

closure in late 2010. 

 

I was lucky enough to score some contract 

work at the Fitzgerald River National Park, 

collecting flora specimens with a leading WA 

botanist along a proposed DEC walk trail that 

followed the entire length of the coast. The 

insects along the way were of great interest 

too!  

 

 
 

I love my two boy black cats and my ‘68 

Mustang convertible. Often, I can be found 

either fishing or at the Kwinana Dragway or 

Barbagallo Raceway. I like adrenaline 

adventures such as swimming with whale 

sharks, indoor free-falling, target shooting, 

scuba diving, Hawaiian surf, hot-air 

ballooning and fun stuff like that. However, 

insects have always been an interest. I was 

bitten by a snake at age 3 and found comfort 

on the way to Northam hospital by watching a 

ladybird crawling on my arm. I also had an 

insect collection at every mine I worked at but 

would dispose of these many extensive 

collections before I left the mine: I was too 

embarrassed to let my fellow workers see what 

I had been up to! Insect collecting…what a 

strange past-time. If only I had held onto 

them!!! 

_____________________________________________ 

 

News, Notes & 

Announcements 
 

New member 

The Society welcomes - 

Norambly Bin Muslim (Malaysia; 

beetle taxonomy and photography) 

 

WAISS web-site 

The Society’s web-site (insectsocietywa.org.au) 

has been redeveloped, thanks to Morgan Strong, 

web-manager of the WA Museum. It now 

contains a blog facility and changes can be 

made directly by the Management Committee 
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using Word Press. However, as no one on the 

Committee is well experienced with this 

program, anyone who might be and who could 

advise is invited to contact our President, Peter 

Langlands. 

  

Notice regarding publication 

Methods for Collecting, Preserving and 

Studying Insects and other terrestrial 

arthropods by Murray S. Upton and Beth 

L. Mantle,   5th Edition, 2010. 

The Australian Entomological Society 

Miscellaneous Publication No. 3. 

 

Although stated to be first author of this 

publication, I wish it to be known that I was 

not involved in any way with the final text 

or the publication of it.  The publication 

contains errors, factual mistakes, and 

omissions and I therefore wish to dissociate 

myself entirely from this publication. 

 

Murray S. Upton 

Canberra, December 2011. 

 

Volunteers wanted - Atlas of Living Australia 

The Atlas of Living Australia (ALA), in 

partnership with the Australian Museum 

(AM), has developed an online Volunteer 

Portal for keen members of the community to 

help capture non-digital information (e.g. 

typed or handwritten) that describes collection 

material within Australian museums. The 

system moved from its trial phase into full 

production in July 2011. 

 

The WAISS was approached for potential 

volunteers. For more information check out 

the following web-sites: 

 

http://www.ala.org.au/atlas-blog/australias-

volunteer-portal-is-open-for-business/ 

 

http://volunteer.ala.org.au/ 

 

New book series 

Biodiversity, biogeography and nature 

conservation in Wallacea and New Guinea. 

The new book series focuses on the 

biodiversity, biogeography and conservation 

of one of the richest and scientifically most 

interesting areas of the earth - the islands of 

Wallacea and New Guinea. The intention is for 

the books to appear in regular succession. This 

publication series offers a new discussion 

platform for biologists of various disciplines 

from around the world, with a focus on the 

Indo-Australian transitional zone. The first 

volume is now available. It contains 17 

scientific papers by 20 researchers from 12 

countries on 526 A4 pages (including 92 

colour plates). The foreword was written by 

William F. Laurance, the Australian science 

professor and laureate in tropical biology.  

The price for the 1st volume is EUR 85 (P&P 

costs are extra). To order Volume 1, please use 

the following e-mail: anthicus@gmail.com or 

the order form (also available electronically: 

http://leb.daba.lv/book/order.doc). By ordering 

Volume 1 you are already contributing to the 

production of Volume 2. 

 

For more information contact Dr Dmitry 

Telnov, Chairman of Coleoptera Section, The 

Entomological Society of Latvia, 

anthicus@gmail.com. 

 

- Jan Taylor 

Bug-Eye 
 

(Observations of insects in the field.  

Members’ contributions welcomed) 

 

Falling ‘ash’ probably just lerps  

A colleague living on a bush block at 

Parkerville reported a strange phenomenon at 

his home: he observed fine, white flakes over 

his car, driveway, and patio. Thinking it might 

be ash from a bush fire, he examined it 

carefully but found it was a crunchy, possibly 

crystalline material. Concerned as to what it 

might be, he submitted a sample to me to 

examine under my microscope. It soon became 

clear that the material must have had a 

biological origin, given the intricate fine 

structure of the flakes. The likely nature of the 

flakes is that they are the secreted coverings 

(lerps) of sap-sucking psyllid bugs. 
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Images of the mystery ‘ash’ at increasingly high 

magnifications from top to bottom. In the lowest image, 

the microstructure is seen in transmitted light at 400x. 

Photos: Terry Houston 

 

In all likelihood, the unusually wet spring and 

summer had resulted in a population explosion 

of psyllids which were shedding old coverings 

and building new ones. 
 

- story and images: Terry Houston 

 

Red braconid wasp 

 

 
 

A strikingly-coloured parasitoid wasp (family 

Braconidae) photographed in Underwood Avenue 

bushland by Marg Owen in January. 

 

 

Beautiful cossid moth is a rare find 
 

 
 

This beautiful moth, Cossodes lyonetii, was found in 

Talbot Road Reserve in Stratton, an eastern suburb of 

Perth. Photo: Jean Hort 

 

The most familiar members of the family 

Cossidae in WA are the large wood moths of 

the genus Xyleutes. Though they impress in 

their size, they tend to be drab in colour with 

speckled or spotty patterning. There are 
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several other cossid genera, some of which 

contain moths of smaller size but most of them 

possess plain or subdued colouration like their 

larger relatives. The south-western Australian 

Cossodes lyonetii provides a rare exception.  

 

WA naturalist and keen photographer, Jean 

Hort, came upon the species in early January, 

finding four specimens resting low down in 

vegetation. What is most unusual for the 

family is the green and purplish iridescence on 

the body and hind wings. 

 

 
 

A pair of the moths resting on low vegetation. They 

measured approximately 4 cm from head to tail.  

Photo: Jean Hort 

 

According to ANIC lepidopterist Ted 

Edwards, the larvae feed on the underground 

parts of sessile grass trees (Xanthorrhoea 

species) and the range of the species appears to 

extend from Perth around the south coast to 

Fitzgerald River. 
 

Case-moth caterpillars are entertaining pets 

WAISS member Diane Rudwick of 

Kalamunda has been taking a keen interest in 

the life-cycles of her local case-moths. She has 

reared larvae of ‘log-cabin case moths’ to 

adults of both sexes and submitted the 

following images and a detailed account of her 

observations in a letter to the editor. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Top: larva of ‘log-cabin case moth’ and its shelter. 

Centre: male of same. Bottom: wingless female 

hanging from its cocoon. Photos: Diane Rudwick. 


