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*************************************************************************** 
 

Contributions to the Newsletter by members are welcome 
Tell us about your entomological activities, observations, or concerns 

 
*************************************************************************** 

 
The Society gratefully acknowledges the support 

of the Western Australian Museum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover illustration: A leaf-cutter bee, Megachile species, snipping a rounded piece 
from a leaf. The piece will be one of many that the female uses to build her brood 
cells, either in a ground burrow or a pre-existing nook. The leaf-cells are provisioned 
with pollen and nectar as food for the larvae. Photo: Bryony Fremlin. 
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Coming Events 
 

NEXT MEETING  
Wednesday 8 August, 2012 
commencing 7.30 pm  
Kings Park Administration Centre 
 

Main feature: 

 

"Papua New Guinea - to go where no doctor 

has ever gone before and to see amazing 

insects along the way" 

 

Norm Pinsky, WAISS member and past 
Treasurer, will deliver an illustrated outline of 
his recent trip to Papua New Guinea. 
 
Member in focus: Peter Langlands 

 

______________________________________ 

Report on the June 

Meeting 
 

Main feature: 

 

“Give ‘em some leg room – millipedes are 

centre stage” 

 

Cathy Car from the Department of Terrestrial 
Zoology at the WA Museum gave us a very 
interesting overview of millipedes. 
 
Differences between millipedes and centipedes 

This is a difficult distinction for a lot of people 
and Cathy gave us a quick rule: centipedes are 
‘flat, fast and furious’. They are predatory and 
the front end is the bitey end. They comprise 
the class Chilopoda, characterized by having 
just one pair of legs per body segment. 
Millipedes are ‘slow, cylindrical and 
shambling’. They comprise the class 
Diplopoda, characterized by having two pairs 
of legs per body segment. See Figure 1. 
 
Cathy showed us the difference between the 
imported Portuguese millipede (Ommatoiulus 
moreletii), which often invades peoples’ 
houses, and the native black spirostreptid 

millipede. The Portuguese millipede has a tiny 
pointy tail at the end, whereas the native 
millipede has a rounded end with no tail (see 
Figure 2).  
 

 
 

Figure 1 

 

 
 

Figure 2 

 
The Diplopoda are divided among 16 orders, 
eight of which occur in Australia. Cathy works 
on members of the order Polydesmida – the 
keeled or flat-backed millipedes. They look 
like strings of beads (see Figure 3).  
 
Some have defence glands which produce 
cyanide and, while walking through leaf litter, 
one can quite often smell a distinct odour of 
bitter almonds. 
 
Four polydesmid families occur in Australia. 
Cathy is researching the family 
Paradoxosomatidae which is represented in 
Western Australia by four native genera, the 
largest by far being Antichiropus. 
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Figure 3 

 
Habitat 

Because millipedes can do no more than walk, 
and slowly at that, they cannot disperse as 
easily as insects. They are generally found in 
moister areas because they are very susceptible 
to desiccation. However, there are millipedes 
found in some areas of NSW with only 350 
mm rainfall and, in WA, there are two species 
at Marble Bar where it is very hot and dry. 
Millipedes are also found on some granite 
outcrops where they survive in small pockets 
of moisture.  
 
Habitat preferences 

A study was done to see if millipedes preferred 
to live in native woodland or pine plantations. 
It revealed no strong preference, but the deeper 
the litter the more millipedes were found. 
Undisturbed litter was better all round. 
 
Millipedes are only concerned about moisture 
levels – not temperature. They will be out and 
about in summer if it is wet. For protection 
from desiccation during dry periods, they can 
bury themselves up to 2 m deep in the soil and 
they have been known to stay underground for 
up to a year. They can live for up to two years. 
Millipedes live on dead leaves and decaying 
matter and can withstand fire well. 
 
Distribution of genera 

Eastern Australia appears to have a lot more 
paradoxosomatid millipede genera than does 
WA. These have been well studied in Victoria 
and Tasmania. Queensland has 80 genera but 

only 62 have names. There are 65 in NSW 
(only 20 with names), 25 in Victoria and five 
in Tasmania. There are only eight genera in 
WA and four of these are tramps. 99% of the 
WA species belong to Antichiropus 
 
How to identify millipede species 

It is very difficult to distinguish different 
Antichiropus species unless one looks at the 
male genitalia (gonopods). These are paired 
structures on the 7th body ring and serve to 
transfer sperm collected from under the male’s 
head to the female. Gonopods are large and 
conspicuous and differ from species to species 
(see Figures 4 and 5). The female has a 
corresponding set of genitalia which fit the 
male’s like a lock and key mechanism. It is 
easy to distinguish species by comparing 
gonopods.  
 

 
 

 
 

Figures 4 and 5 
 

Cathy’s current project is a study of the 
millipedes of the Great Western Woodlands in 



WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INSECT STUDY SOCIETY INC. 

NEWSLETTER FOR AUGUST 2012 

5 

WA. At least 29 of the 130 WA species of 
Antichiropus have been found there. 
 
Most species are known as short range 
endemics, i.e. they have a very restricted 
range. For example on McDermid Rock, a 
granite outcrop west of Norseman, 
Antichiropus ‘paracalothamnus’ lives in moist 
areas at the base of Calothamnus shrubs 
growing on the rock, while A. ‘cincinnus’ is 
found only 200 m away in the salmon gum 
country. (Please note that the species names 
mentioned here have not yet been published) 
 
The two species most commonly found around 
Perth are Antichiropus whistleri and A. 

variabilis. The latter is the largest species 
known in the genus and grows to 4.5cm long 
(Figure 6).  
 

 
 

Figure 6 

- Jonica Foss 
_____________________________________ 

 

News, Notes & 

Announcements 
 

New Members 

Locations and interests are given in parenthesis. 
 
Sue Jaggar (Forrestfield; photography) 
 
Amelia Glass (Karrinyup; invertebrates 
generally) 

 
 

New Publications 

Dragonflies and Damselflies of Southwest 

Australia by Jan Taylor 
This 20-page booklet is designed as a field aid 
to the identification of South-West species. 
The first two pages are made up of tables 
presenting the key identifying features of 36 
species. This is followed by a photographic 
guide together with text giving details of 
behaviour, distribution, habitats and flying 
seasons. Copies are printed in America and 
can be seen at the following web-page: 
http://www.blurb.co.uk/bookstore/detail/3335079 

The booklet can be ordered through this site, 
but I can currently provide copies @$10 each 
to cover my costs. (It costs more if ordered 
through blurb). Interested members can 
contact me by email: jmtay5@bigpond.net.au. 

 
- Jan Taylor  

 

Life In A Gall: The biology and ecology of 

insects that live in plant galls by Rosalind 
Blanche, June 2012, CSIRO Publishing, 
80 pages, paperback, colour photographs,  
ISBN: 9780643106437, RRP $ 29.95. 
 
The publisher says of this book:  
“What are plant galls and how are they caused? This 
book introduces the Australian native insects that induce 
galls on plants and the plant species that host them. It 
explores the ways the insects have adapted to living part 
of their lives in the confined spaces of galls, and 
describes the strategies employed by different insect 
groups to find a suitable site to induce a gall, obtain 
food, mate and escape the gall.  
 
Life in a Gall also looks at the predators, parasitoids, 
inquilines, kleptoparasites and micro-organisms that 
prey on gall-inducing insects and the ways the insects 
defend themselves from these enemies. It covers the 
problems gall-inducing insects can cause for agriculture, 
forestry and horticulture, and gives examples of several 
pest species. On the positive side, the book describes the 
essential services gall-inducing insects provide by 
pollinating figs, controlling invasive weeds and 
contributing to indigenous food.  
 
The final chapter provides tips for people who want to 
collect and study galls, and shows that answering many 
of the questions still surrounding gall-inducing insects is 
not restricted to professional scientists but can be 
achieved by diligent amateurs too.” 
 

For more information visit www.publish.csiro.au . 
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New-style ‘malaise traps’  

A new style of malaise trap - a blunder trap for 
insects - may interest some members. The 
fine-mesh traps are supported by tensioned 
rods and can be pegged to the ground. Insects 
blundering into the dark mesh tend to work 
their way upwards towards the light and are 
channelled into collecting bottles. The supplier 
is the BugDorm Store, Taiwan. The store also 
supplies other kinds of traps, miscellaneous 
entomological equipment and insect models. 
Visit: http://bugdorm.megaview.com.tw/about_us.php. 
 

 
 

Giant earwig - fact or fiction?  
- Terry Houston 

Recently, I was told of a giant earwig known 
from Saint Helena Island in the South Atlantic. 
A Google search yielded a number of hits that 
related to this ‘herculean’ species. Labidura 
herculeana was first described by Danish 
zoologist Johan Fabricius in 1798 and 
specimens reputedly measured up to 8 cm or 
more in length. Sadly, the species is now 
thought to be extinct. So, it was a surprise to 
find an image on the world-wide web, 
purportedly of this species, that seemed to 
show a fresh specimen (see opposite, upper 
image). 
 
The photo, credited to Takeshi Yamada, isn’t a 
good match for others of the species from 
reliable sources (see opposite, lower image) 
and proved to be a hoax. Yamada’s ‘earwig’ 
has been constructed of parts of various other 
kinds of insects (probably including a 
longicorn beetle head and antennae and a 

cockroach body. So, don’t believe everything 
you see or read on the ‘web’. 
 

 
 

The hoax ‘giant earwig’ above. Compare this to the 
image below of the type-specimen of Labidura 
herculeana from the Zoological Museum of 

Copenhagen.  
 

 
 
_____________________________________ 

Bug-Eye 
(Observations of insects in the field.  
Members’ contributions welcomed) 

 

Elusive butterfly sighting in England 

 - Robert Powell (now resident in England) 
On 15 July, I got a good look at Devon’s most 
elusive butterfly, the White-letter Hairstreak 
(Satyrium w-album, Lycaenidae). My wife and 
I attended an excursion of the Devon Branch 
of Butterfly Conservation to Hisley Wood 
Nature Reserve in Dartmoor. The 
accompanying photograph shows a very fresh 
specimen that remained on the flowers of 
hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium) long 
enough to allow most of our group to see or 
photograph it. The butterfly always rests with 
its wings closed, revealing the white marking 
in the shape of a ‘w’ on the hind wing which 
gives this species its name. 
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White-letter Hairstreak butterfly. Photo: Paul Ballard 
 

The species is elusive partly because of its 
habit of circling round treetops, when it is 
usually seen as a speck against the sky. 
Although widespread, it is also quite localized 
in its occurrence near the elm trees (Ulmus 
species) on which it breeds. It declined greatly 
in the United Kingdom in the 1970s when 
Dutch elm disease devastated elm trees here. 
Fortunately, the butterfly’s preferred elm 
species, the native wych elm (U. glabra), has 
been less affected by the disease and the 
butterfly survives in scattered colonies over 
much of southern England. It is, however, 
quite scarce in the South-West. 
 
This April and June have been the wettest on 
record over much of the UK and the wet 
periods continued into most of May and July. 
The extended cool, wet weather has alarmed 
entomologists. The severe conditions are likely 
to have killed many insect larvae. Moreover, 
many adult insects will have experienced very 
little weather warm and dry enough for them 
to be active and thus to mate or lay eggs. 
Populations of insect species badly affected 
may take years to build up again or, in the case 
of rare species, disappear. I have seen very few 
butterflies during the long wet periods. An 
idea of the effect on butterflies this year will 
be gained from the UK’s Big Butterfly Count 
which takes place from 14 July - 5 August. 
Thousands of people across the isles will 
record butterflies over a 15-minute period, 
providing a measure of the abundance of 
different species in different localities.  
 

“Duck-billed beetle”  

- story and photos by Terry Houston 
A beetle I found dead on the ground in 
bushland north-east of Wanneroo last summer 
intrigued me in its odd form. Its mouth-parts 
were hidden from view between a pair of 
broad plates which put me in mind of a duck’s 
bill. 
 

 
 

 
 

 In the lower image, the first segment of the antenna 
(below the pale eye) is seen to be broadened into a 
triangular plate. This would cover the terminal club 

when the antenna is retracted.  

 
The beetle was identified as a Cryptodus 
species (Scarabaeidae: Dynastinae). Cryptodus 
is a genus of 21 species distributed throughout 
Australia, Melanesia and New Caledonia. The 
beetles are unusually elongated for scarab 
beetles. They are reportedly associated with 
ant and termite nests, hence their armoured 
bodies. However, there seems to be no detailed 
information available on their life-histories or 
the nature of their association with termites 
and ants. 
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MINUTES OF THE 22nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
held at the King's Park Administration Centre 

Wednesday 13 June, 2012 
  
The President, Peter Langlands, opened the meeting following the ordinary general meeting and welcomed those in 
attendance. 
 

1. Apologies 
Nil. (Peter Ray was absent through illness). 
 

2. Reports 

The President (Peter Langlands) and Secretary (Brian Heterick) presented their reports (see Appendices 1 and 
2). The Treasurer gave a brief verbal report. An expanded written report by the Treasurer was subsequently 
received and is attached as an Appendix (3).  

 

3. Election of Office Bearers 

Peter handed over to Eric McCrum as Returning Officer to conduct the election of the new Management 
Committee. Two written nominations (Secretary - Brian Heterick, and Newsletter Editor – Terry Houston) were 
read out by the Returning Officer. Norm Pinsky expressed the desire to resign from his position as Treasurer due 
to other commitments. Kylie Webster then nominated for his position. The remaining Committee members 
present expressed the desire to continue in their positions and their names were treated as a block (Peter Ray’s 
name also being included). The following nominations were then put before the meeting for ratification: 

 
President – Peter Langlands 
Secretary – Brian Heterick 
Treasurer – Kylie Webster 
Committee – Jonica Foss, Terry Houston (newsletter editor), Eric McCrum, Peter Ray, Suzy Travers 

 
These nominations were supported by all present.  
 
Peter Langlands, as President, thanked the outgoing committee members on behalf of the Society, with 
particular thanks to Norm Pinsky for his service on the Committee as Treasurer. 
 

4. Other business 

There being no other business, the President declared the meeting closed. 
 

 

APPENDIX 1 

 

President’s Report 

 

APPENDIX 2 

The last 12 months have seen a broad array of talks and presentations, from moths to mining. It was interesting to note 
that there was a strong theme of conservation in several of the talks this year. Jonathan Majer presented on mining and 
biodiversity, while Matt Williams spoke of the sometimes controversial Graceful Sun Moth (Synemon gratiosa). The two 
members’ nights, as always, were very popular. We also had presentations on non-insect groups including orb-weaving 
spiders (family Araneidae) and millipedes (order Diplopoda).  
There was a wide variety of the ‘Insect in focus’ presentations this year. Cuckoo wasps and cicadas were covered, but we 
also trialled the introduction of ‘Member in focus’. This is an opportunity for members to get to know each other better. 
People can share how they fell in love with insects, some memorable experiences from their childhood or their favourite 
group. Thanks to those that took part and shared their background. Hopefully others will want to take part, and we’re 
keen to hear if members like this addition. 
I would like to thank the members of the Committee for all their support and effort over the past year. In particular, I 
would like to thank Jonica Foss and Suzie Travers who joined the committee this year. A voluntary society like WAISS 
is dependent on the involvement of its members. I’d also like to especially thank outgoing Treasurer Norm Pinsky for his 
efforts in managing our finances over the last couple of years. Thanks to Terry Houston for his production of our 
wonderful newsletter, and to the members who assist with note-taking (Margaret Owen and Phylis Robertson). Thanks to 
Otto Mueller for packaging the hard-copy newsletters and his promotion of the Society. 
Finally, thank you to the membership of WAISS for supporting me. It has been a pleasure to act as your President. 
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Secretary’s Report 

 

During the period 12 October 2011 (the date of the last AGM) to 13 June 2012, 13 people applied for membership of 
WAISS, 12 for adult membership and one for family membership. Of these 13 applications, one was withdrawn before it 
could come before the WAISS Committee for acceptance and two have yet to come before the Committee: the other 
applicants have been received into membership. Counterbalancing this, revision of the membership list has resulted in the 
loss of 13 members who have not paid their subscriptions. The current membership stands at 109, of which nine members 
are institutions and the remainder individuals. One of the positive developments has been the increasing number of young 
families and young single people who have come into membership in recent times: we, as a Committee, are seeking to 
encourage this trend, without neglecting the interests of our more mature members. One slightly concerning note is that it 
is our more recent members, i.e., those who have come into membership in the last couple of years, who have tended to 

be slow in paying their subscription or have not paid it at all. 

One of the perennial areas exercising the Committee these days is bringing the structure of the Society into line with 
current technological advances, and making communications between WAISS members and the Committee more varied 
and flexible. Some of you will have noted online changes in the last year that are intended to streamline delivery of our 
services. We have also recently encouraged members to receive their WAISS newsletter electronically. As at the present 
moment, 60 individual members receive their newsletter electronically, and 40 continue to receive it as a manual copy. 
 
Brian Heterick 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 3 

 

 

WAISS Annual Treasurer's Report June 2012 

June  3, 2011  Opening balance:     $4,899.18 

Income: 

Membership subscriptions & donations              $1,346.50 

Bank Interest         $ 17.01 

Total Deposits:        $1,363.51 

       

Expenses: 

Newsletter photocopying and mailing costs                                         $600.00 

Meeting Room Hire - King's Park                                                              $360.00 

Web site domain                                                                                        $22.50 

Misc expenses                                                                                             $21.47 

Total Expenses:                                                       $1003.97 

 

June 4 , 2012 Closing balance:         $5,258.72 

 

Norm Pinsky 

 


